MISSION: Tours
Tour planning & details of a tour

If you're reading this you are probably considering a trip to Laos to visit an area that has significance to you... maybe the loss of a family member.  You may or may not know the exact coordinates of your intended destination, and we want to be sure your information is as accurate as possible.  Susan can be of assistance in researching and compiling the necessary information to confirm the intended destination for your tour in Laos.  Her experience of investigating the loss of Colonel Carter Luna successfully led her to his last known position in Laos after he ejected from a F-4D Phantom that had been hit by enemy fire in 1969, and his possible burial site.  If you're a veteran you may have a desire to visit Laos because you served in the war, and Lao Adv Tours can customize that type of tour for you.

There are many things to consider in traveling to and in Laos as this information sheet will explain. The information is intended to ensure that you are aware of what it takes to plan and execute a trip.  We think that more information is better than not enough so you can minimize any complications at any stage of your mission and get the most benefit from your tour in Laos.

If taking a trip to Laos is important to you but seems overwhelming to plan, remember...

 it's why we exist...

to make it as easy as possible to accomplish your mission.

_________________________________________________________________
Among the details that need to be addressed in planning your trip to Laos are:
· when to travel

· how to get to Laos

· what to bring/what not to bring

· ground transportation

· accommodations

· details of a tour
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WHEN TO TRAVEL:
Initially, we want to discuss the desired dates of your trip to Laos.  This is to determine the best time for your trip as it relates to weather, and availability of your tour guide Lao Adv Tours.  Monsoon (rainy/wet) season in Laos is most likely not the time you want to travel as weather can be unpredictable, but Lao Adv Tours will coordinate with you. The ideal time for a trip to Laos is from November through March during the “dry” season.  You'll want to allow adequate time to prepare for your trip based on the season, our availability, and all the other considerations involved.  How long your tour in Laos will be is determined by how many locations you want to visit, time spent getting to those locations, and any other sites to see.  It may be that a couple of days at/near your intended destination is sufficient.
HOW TO GET TO LAOS:
We can assist you in planning your trip by making recommendations for your air travel to Laos.  You are responsible for booking your travel arrangements because this is the most convenient method and custom-fit to each person.  We also offer recommendations for your air travel in Laos; in addition to needing a passport to travel to Laos, you'll need a visa to enter Laos. You will be responsible for booking those flights, too.  We can suggest routes to get to Laos once you arrive in Southeast Asia.  Most likely you will travel through Thailand unless you have an interest in visiting another country.  You are responsible for selecting your accommodations, if needed, when connecting flights from another country to Laos.  

WHAT TO BRING:
Our guide “Travel in Southeast Asia” provides you with the details of what you'll need during your stay in Laos.  It's important to have this information because in addition to airline baggage requirements on your international flight, regional airlines in Laos may have different requirements. How to pack your baggage suggestions are included in the guide, too.

Appropriate clothing/footwear, prescription medication (if needed), currency exchange are just a few of the details that are discussed in the guide.
DID YOU KNOW THAT... 
Some credit cards charge a foreign transaction fee when you use them outside of the U.S.? While the fees may be nominal they can accumulate if you use your card frequently in large cities. 

I had an experience at a resort in Phuket Thailand when I tried to exchange USD for Thai baht.  A couple of my bills had small tears, or markings/writing on them and could not be exchanged. I was told the bank would not except them because they weren't in pristine condition. Just FYI.
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GROUND TRANPSORTATION:
Once you arrive in Laos you'll have the benefit of the knowledge of the terrain, language and culture that Lao Adv Tours offers. Their services include a driver, guide who can also be a translator (Lao/English). The drivers and guides at Lao Adv Tours have years of experience conducting motorbike tours throughout the country. But, for your comfort and convenience they will conduct your tour in a pick-up truck. The roads in remote areas of Laos are mostly unpaved and rugged and you'll appreciate riding to your destination in a pick-up truck.  

Arrangements to pick you up at an airport as close as possible to your destination are included in the services of Lao Adv Tours.  But, keep in mind “as close as possible” could mean it takes several hours of driving time to reach accommodations where we will stay near your destination.

Many tours can be accomplished using one vehicle, however, for larger groups it may be necessary to use more than one.  Lao Adv Tours will ensure they provide adequate drivers if multiple vehicles are required for a tour.
ACCOMMODATIONS:
It's important to realize that in remote areas of Laos the options for accommodations is limited. These accommodations are not like a typical hotel in the U.S. and are commonly referred to as “guesthouses”.  We can recommend places where we've stayed that will fulfill your basic needs such as a bed and bathroom but without the frills that you may be used to, however, to stay for a couple nights should be manageable.

Depending on your intended destination some area accommodations may offer food at an on-site restaurant. There may likely be markets in the area where you can buy food, too. 
DETAILS OF A TOUR:
You should discuss with your guide your daily departure time to your destination, what to bring with you for the day (we suggest that you use a backpack for your essential items and so on), bringing snacks on a tour is helpful; small packs of cheese crackers, Slim Jims, nuts are what Susan took with her.  Of course, if you drink water you only drink BOTTLED WATER anywhere in Southeast Asia. 
A tour may include a visit to a village near your intended destination. It is customary to request permission from a village chief prior to exploring the area; this may be done in advance of your tour when possible. It is also during this visit that we suggest to offer humanitarian aid to the people in the village. This can be done by providing food, drinking water, educational supplies and/or toys at a nominal cost to you such as 20 USD.
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You may feel gratified to have assisted the local villagers who will have appreciated your generosity. We expect that you will have enjoyed the interaction with the villagers and can memoorialize your experience with photos. The villagers can be helpful during your tour as they are very knowledgeable of crash sites, and other information related to the War.

During your tour the guide/s will utilize a GPS device to locate your intended destination. Safety is the primary concern during a tour as there are still millions of UXOs (unexploded ordnances/bombs) in the soil throughout Laos.  It's important that participants in a tour follow all instructions of their guide, and do not wander into areas where the guide has not traveled. 

On the day of your tour to your destination begins you'll most likely start with an early breakfast then you're on the road!  You arrive at your destination and may want some private time to reflect with thoughts of the person who led you here, or recollections of your service during the war.  You may want to bring a notebook or journal to document your personal thoughts, and be sure to have someone take photos of you.

If there are multiple locations that you want to visit you'll travel to them, and maybe even to other known locations such as crash sites to have that experience.  

Be sure to allow enough time to accomplish your goals, experience the countryside of Laos. You've come a long way so we want you to get the most out of this experience, and not return home “wishing” that you had done more.  We recognize that this literally could be a “once in a lifetime” trip for you!

LAO ADV TOURS IS REGISTERED & LICENSED IN THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF LAOS
Due to the custom nature of our tours Lao Adv Tours will provide your with their fee based on your individual tour needs,

i.e. destination, length of tour, number of people, etc.
YOU MAY PRINT THIS DOCUMENT FOR FUTURE REFERENCE
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